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Whew.  I wrote the title of this as a sarcastic open to allow the creative writing side of my 

brain open up.  However, it is an appropriate title as one can read the joy and anticipation of 

the exclamation mark or one could read it as anxiety and worry. “It’s summer!  I can’t wait to 

hit the beach”.  “It’s summer!  I have nothing ready for this weekend!”  Both can be interpreted 

from the same remark based on context.  

Language is interesting in this 

way.  You can say the exact 

same sentence with two 

completely different contexts.  

There is even a State Farm 

commercial which makes light 

of this truth in numerous 

hilarious commercials.  Yet this 

paradox comes more powerfully 

this summer than before for me 

personally…and perhaps you 

as well. 

On the last week of April we 

found out that Ezekiel (our third 

son who is 20 months) had a 3- 

month-old half sister out in the 

world.  We said “wow” out of 

joy, worry, anxiety, and shock 

over and over that night.  Lillie 

was out there.  In fact, over the 

course of the month we have 

said “wow” numerous times.  Some of these we will share as we know more about Lillie.  

Some of them we will keep with our family and let her decide when and who she will share 

her details with.  

After three days of waiting which seemed like an eternity, I received a call during Consistory 

that she was coming to our house as emergency placement.  She was a beautiful little girl 

who I couldn’t wait to hold and love and cherish.  She needed lots of protection, consistency, 

and safety.   

Never at one moment did Carissa or I debate accepting her into our family.   

I marvel at stories of birth, but I feel a special joy when I hear stories of adoption.   

     <continued next page> 

It’s Summer! by Pastor Scott 



In this story we see one truth of the Bible: consistency in paradox. 

 I am created.  I create.  God holds all things and will restore all someday. 

 I am a sinner, I am saved.  Jesus loves me throughout both.  

 I am lost, I am found.  The Holy spirit guides me through my life. 

This consistency in paradox is a great comfort in all parts of life.  The unfinished work of 

salvation often times puts us in awkward emotional rollercoasters where we feel out of place 

in this world.  Resident aliens.  Yet God’s consistency holds fast when we flutter.  Jesus’ love 

reminds us of our adoptive heavenly family when I feel unworthy.  The Holy Spirit’s prompting 

gives comfort when I receive an unknown infant and then worry that she may go away the 

next day.  

Know in this busy season filled with barbecues, vacations, weddings, and all the unexpected 

sorrowful events Hope Community Church should be the consistency of church family in the 

ups and downs of life.  This is a reminder to those who need this consistency, and a 

challenge to all to be Jesus to our brothers and sisters.   

Keep your presence at church as much as possible in this summer season.  Your growth 

closer to Jesus will keep you buoyed amidst the seasons where you have a hectic 

weekend…and when an unexpected infant is dropped in your lap. 

Blessings and God’s love,  

 

Pastor Scott 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PLEASE RSVP TO SCOTT FOR CHILDCARE ASAP: 

SCOTT@HOPECHURCHLINCOLN.ORG 

 

Please RSVP to Scott for adequate materials and childcare needs. 

 

See the below for additional thoughts on discipleship: 

 

#1) Classroom structure doesn't grow and expand the Kingdom the way Discipleship 

does.  Take a class you offer each season of 10 people.  This is how Hope has historically 

done discipleship.  Now, take a group of three who commit to starting their own groups of 

three.  Not only is discipleship more impactful--it GROWS the Kingdom quicker! 

 

 CLASSROOM MODE DISCIPLESHIP MODE 

YEAR 1 20 3 

YEAR 2 40 9 

YEAR 3 60 27 

YEAR 4 80 81 

YEAR 5 100 243 

 
#2) I've done small groups before.  Discipleship isn't small groups: it is intentional, small--3 
to 4 people--and focused on both learning scripture, holding one another accountable, and 
serving our church and community.  Small groups are a step better than casual church 
attendance.  But true transformation occurs through discipleship.  Consider those moments 
where you grew beyond expectation; were they moments where you were in a giant group or 
with one or two people who walked alongside you in a season? 

 
#3) But I go to church.  Why more?  Because Jesus shows this is the way to become more 
like him.  You grow by transforming your thoughts and entire life into following HIM and then 
teaching others to follow HIM!  Going to church doesn't make you "good" or give you a ticket 
into heaven.  It is passionately transforming your life in all areas towards the one who gives 
true life! 

 

  

Discipleship Training & Church Membership by Pastor Scott 
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Did you know that every iota of coffee material is donated by several members of Hope 

Church?  The blessing of a cup of Coffee on a Sunday can be passed along by your donation 

into the Cup of Hope Ministry.  The basket of money by the coffee goes way beyond grounds.  

In fact, it doesn’t have anything to do with grounds!  Every penny goes towards the Cup of 

Hope Mission in Haiti!  Be on the lookout for more information regarding a mission trip to Haiti 

soon! 

You can also buy a bag of “Roger’s Roast” at the Cup of Hope Kiosk to brew at home.  

Available in whole bean or ground, this is another way to support the Cup of Hope Ministry! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cup of Hope Cup of Hope Team

  



 

 
 

VBS is June 5-9 from 6-8PM for children ages 3 through 5th grade (entering 6th 

grade in fall 2017).  Join us for a week of fun as we learn more about who God is, 

what He has done, and what He promises to do!  Child and volunteer registrations 

are available both in the Atrium as well as online. 

 

 

DAY 1:  Victory through Courage 

     God’s Victory through Joshua 

     “The Lord is on my side; I will not fear.  What can man do to me?”—Psalm 118:6 
 

DAY 2:  Victory through Obedience 

     God’s Victory through Gideon 

     “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”—John 14:15 
 

DAY 3:  Victory through Faith 

             God’s Victory through David 

             “He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it.”—1 Thessalonians 5:24 

 

DAY 4:  Victory through Unity 

             God’s Victory through Esther 

          “Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.”--1 Thessalonians 5:11 
 

DAY 5:  Victory through Jesus 

     “But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”—1 Corinthians 15:57 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Ministry--VBS Mary Plock 



 
 

June Volunteer Schedule 

9:15 DISCIPLESHIP HOUR (Arrive at 9:00) 

 
 

There will be no 9:15 Discipleship Hour during the month of June. The 9:15 Discipleship 
Hour will resume July 9 and continue through July 30. 
 

10:30 SERVICE (Arrive at 10:15) 
 
Nursery/2s&3s 
June 4   Carissa Martin 
June 11   The Morgans 
June 18  Stephanie Guzman 
June 25  Linda Elder, Faith Peterson 
 
 
If you are interested in helping in the toddler room (infants-age 3) once a month at 9:15 
during the Discipleship Hour, please contact Mary Plock at 402-423-8855 or 
mary@hopechurchlincoln.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children’s Ministry Mary Plock 



 

 
 

During the month of June, there will be no 
discipleship hour in the kid’s wing on Sunday 
mornings.  We will be setting up the area to be 
used for VBS the first week of June, and then we 
will do some patching up and repainting as we 
prepare the classrooms for the fall.  We will also 
be working on the big gathering area in the kid’s 
wing. Children’s Ministry is excited about having 
this area for large group activities and worship on 
Wednesdays and possibly Sundays beginning 
August 20. We look forward to seeing how God 
will use Hope Children’s Ministry and our 
increased space to grow His Kingdom. 
 

Children will “move over” into their next grade when 
programming begins Fall 2017.  For example, if 
your child just completed the 3rd grade, we will not 
move them into the ClubFour5 class until August 
programming begins. You will receive an email in 
August with more information, so please make sure 
we have your updated contact information. Follow 
our Facebook page, Children of Hope, for updates 
as well. 
 
 

Thank you 2016-2017 Children’s Ministry volunteers.  We appreciate your patience, 
your commitment, your time, and your talents. Thank you for investing in God’s 
Kingdom! 
  
 "The King will reply, 'Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers 
and sisters of mine, you did for me.'—Matthew 25:40 
 
Nursery/2s & 3s:  Rayce Anderson, Helen Beukelman, Lindsay Burkey, Linda Elder, 
Stephanie Guzman, J’Marie Hansen, Anna Jobes, Jenny Kaser, Carissa Martin, Scott & 
Kendra Morgan, Kalea & Jaina Morgan, Faith Peterson, Aly Plock, Angie Rushman, Kate 
Sammons, Carla & Grace Sandbulte, Aleni Stoakes, Siarrah Strasheim, Joanne & Heidi van 
derHeijden, Julie Wondercheck, Connie & Zayne Zimmerman 

PreK/K: Sara McCullough, Charlene Peters, Nathan Vieth, Connie Zimmerman 

1st-3rd Grade: Lori Jacoby, Jenny Kaser, Analisa Lenhoff, Breanna Peterson, Nathan Vieth 

ClubFour5: Helen Beukelman, Lori Jacoby, Nathan Vieth 

Children’s Ministry Mary Plock 



 
Children ages 4 through post 5th grade are invited to 
join us in July from 9:15-10:15 AM for a 4 week 
series on serving others.  Each Sunday we will build 
a different robot that focuses on an area in which we 
can serve God and serve others. We will also have 
games and Bible stories.   
 
July 9:  Offering Robot/Luke 21:1-4 The Widow’s 
Offering 
 
July 16: Prayer Request Robot/James 5:16 Pray 
For Each Other 
 
July 23: Encouragement Robot/1 Thessalonians 5:9-11 Encourage Each Other 
 
July 30: Welcome Robot/Matthew 28:18-20 The Great Commission 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
I want to reemphasize how blessed we have been not only coming back to Hope, but being 
blessed by our unexpected “pregnancy” by so many people.  This is evidence on how 
amazing our church is.  Most of all, we covet your prayers.   
 
I have had so many amazing conversation about foster care and adoption.  I long for Hope to 
be a place for care for “hungry, poor, prisoners, orphans, and widows”; all groups of people 
the Bible specifically calls for the church to care.  
 
With this, I am adding below a list of common questions we receive about adoption quite 
often: 
I wanted to take some time to write out some of the questions that we hear most often and 
offer a more appropriate way to talk with adoptive families and answer many of the questions 
you may have about our situation: 
  
1) "How much do they cost?"  
The more appropriate question is, "Is adoption expensive?"  With Evelyn and James, who are 
privately adopted, we did pay some fees for placement.  With Ezekiel and potentially Lillie, 
through foster care, there are usually no fees. For every family who has adopted, price and 
stipends are always secondary to the child.  
 
2) "Are they brother and sister?" 

Thanks for your prayers! Pastor Scott 



 This question personally bothers me when asked in front of my children.  The more 
appropriate question is, "Are they biologically related?"  However, with any of these 
questions, it is important to realize who you are asking in front of and if it is an appropriate 
time to ask.  Yes, my children are all related...that is my unwavering answer. 
  
3) Do you face racism? Why did you adopt children who are African American?   
This question is modified greatly based on the person.  Yes, we do face racism.  Persons who 
are African American are tremendously supportive 99% of the time regarding adoption.  We 
have had numerous men and women stop us and say thanks or offer support with hair!  
  
With the second part of that question, we are open to ANY child in need.  It's also echoed in 
Scripture numerous times to support Orphans.  We consider their needs and our own desires 
to adopt to be a story of surrounding them with love! 
  
4) Are you worried their birth moms or relatives will come back and want them?   
I understand that this question comes from numerous dramatic movies.  I worry about this as 
much as I worry about Godzilla or King Kong being real.  Which, also come from movies... 
  
We do not share much information about their birth moms or the circumstances around their 
births. You can always ask, but we might not answer. We want our kids to have the 
opportunity to share their own stories on their own time. 
  
5) Should I treat you or your children differently?  
This is a complicated question.  It's undeniable that we are a bi-racial family.  Many families 
who have adopted are not.  But a sensitivity to how our family has been put together by a very 
creative God is always okay, just not an over-sensitivity.  Evelyn and James may ask 
members of their church family what you think about adoption.  Any of our children may one 
day try out various identities.  They are all our children, and they will always...always...be our 
children. 
   
6) "Can I hold her?" (This one is specific to Lillie). 
Unfortunately, no.  I hate saying this, but in the next few weeks, we are needing to bond and 
imprint us as parents on her and for us as well.  Feel free to look at her, "oo and aa", but we 
need to hold her!  
  
We also are not allowed to send pictures of her due to her being a state ward.  
  
7) What's next?    
We are waiting for several hearings that will occur over the course of months to years.  The 
process to adopt out of foster care is very complicated for good reason. Ezekiel's adoption 
was from start to finish exactly 1 year.  That process is statistically very quick in terms of 
adopting a child in foster care.   
 
There will be incredibly hard days in this process, and, possibly, Lillie will not stay in our 
house.  If you ask us, please don't expect an easy answer or a short answer, or a long 
answer.  Stay beside us in this process and any person in an adoptive process.  Several 
times in Ezekiel's process people would ask us tough questions as a form of small talk and 



then begin talking about themselves or some other story they had heard about adoption.  In 
this season, we will appreciate intentional support through the upcoming rocky season.  
  
Please know that we are REJOICING right now.  We feel God's calling in caring for Lillie and 
want you to rejoice alongside us! 
  
8.) "How will this affect your commitment to being our pastor?" 
 Know that this will not affect my care as a pastor.  I will be slightly more sleep deprived than 
before, but know that the care and love of our church will not diminish.  The Consistory has 
been so supportive and as praying over our family at the exact moment when we found out 
that Lillie was coming to our house. God has called our family to Hope for this season, and we 
look forward to what He has in store. 
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Be praying for the following youth going on missions this 
summer:  
Immerse, July 5-8 
Grace Sandbulte 

Micah Sandbulte 

Hesston Mittelstadt 

Jaina Morgan 

Adisen Stoakes 

Siarrah Strasheim 

Aly Plock 

Zayne Zimmerman 

Tommy Svoboda 

Rocky, July 22-26 

Dylan McLachlan 

Matthew Andelt 

Stephanie Elder 

Seth Harlan 

Jessica Harlan 

Dominique Lenhoff 

Kaylee Mittelstadt 

Kalea Morgan 

Grace Rittenburg 

Caleb Sandbulte 

Aleni Stoakes 

Dylan Svoboda 

Hendrick Van Der Heijden 

 
 
 

Youth Ministry Hayden Florom 



 
 

 
 

June GREETERS WELCOME CENTER HOST TEAM 

4 Rod, Pam & Alex Wismer Bev Wismer    Loof Team 

 Dale Wismer       Chip & Holly Romjue 

        Mel & Nancy Harms 

        Dale & Connie Rood 

        Cal & Linda VanEngen 

    

11 Roger & Shirley Vanderbeek Arlene Geiger    Beukelman Team 

 Tom & Karen Mouw Barclay       Tony & Arlene Geiger 

        Twan & Joanne Vanderheijden 

        Diane Essink 

        Roger & Shirley Vanderbeek 

   

     Tom & Karen Mouw Barclay 

 

18 Ardell & Shelley McVey Valerie Marhenke    Svoboda Team 

 Matt & Alana Osmond       Joe & Rhonda Armstong 

        Bill & Linda Elder 

        Ron & Judi Bowens 

        Bill & Audrey Jordan 

        Jim & Ramona Rhodes 

        Matt & Alana Osmond 

   

     Ardell & Shelly McVey 

 

25 Rick & Diane McNeese Ruth Keys    Keys Team 

 Ric & Ranae Stokes       Ric & Ranae Stokes 

        Linda Rutz 

        Jim Sandbulte 

        Rick & Diane McNeese 

 

 

    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assimilation Team 



 

 

 

6/2 Matt Osmond 
6/4 Teagan Roth 
6/6 Bob McCullough 
6/7 Heidi Van Der Heijden 
6/8 Amy Keys 
6/9 Alan Eberspacher 
 Jeffrey Colton 
6/10 Kevin Loof 
6/11  Amy Nalley 
6/12 Drew Tice 
 Katie Loof 
 Hendrik Van Der Heijden  
6/15 Carter Unterseher 
6/16 Helen Beukelman 
6/17 Maggie Essink 
 Doug Tice 

 
 
6/18 Makinley Thomas 
6/20 Dustin Lorenzen 
 Brooke Dowding 
6/22 Monica Ross-Williams 
6/23 Ruth Keys 
 Wesley Nalley 
6/24 Tyler Degner 
 Sheila Svoboda 
6/25 Lyla Harris 
6/27 Tony Geiger 
 Dana Snyder 
6/28 Mariette Dykema 
6/30 Sunni Harper

 

 

 

Birthdays! 



 

 

 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 2 3 
 
 

   6pm VBS Craft 
Night 

4pm Private 
Rental 

2:30 Private 
Rental 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Communion Sunday 

9:00 Discipleship Leader 
Training 
10:30 Worship Service 

12:00 VBS Decorating 

      

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
10:30 VBS Sunday 6pm Rip   ANCHOR 

DEADLINE 
 

 4pm Private 

Rental 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
9am New Family 
Member Class 
10:30 Worship Service 

6pm Rip 10 Immerse 
Intern Training 

 9:30 Immerse   

25 
9:00 Discipleship Leader 

Training 

10:30 Worship Service 

26 
 

6pm Rip 

27 
 

28 29 
 

30 
 

 

 

    June Calendar 

6pm -----VBS 

General Synod 

General Synod in Holland, MI 



 

 

 

1. Give Mary Plock (pictured to the left) a High 5 for great 

leadership and vision for this year’s VBS!  Thanks to her, her 

team, and ALL the wonderful volunteers! 

2. Lift up a thanks to our Cup of Hope ministry for their selfless 

coffee serving! 

3. Please send any updates in contact information to 

hope@hopechurchlincoln.org 

 

    P.S. 

mailto:hope@hopechurchlincoln.org

