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After going through the book of Mark for 

the first three months of 2017, I'm excited 

to transition to the next sermon 

series.  Not that I don't enjoy doing 

inductive Bible Study...I LOVE this last 

sermon series.   

 

However, now we are able to transition 

into a bit more applicable sermon series 

on Discipleship.  It ties neatly in to the 

prior sermon series in Mark as 

Jesus chooses discipleship as the method 

to expand and grow his church.   

 

As we enter into this sermon series, it's important to analyze our preconceived notions about 

education and discipleship: 

 

#1) Classroom structure doesn't grow and expand the Kingdom the way Discipleship 

does.  Take a class you offer each season of 10 people.  This is how Hope has historically 

done discipleship.  Now, take a group of three who commit to starting their own groups of 

three.  Not only is discipleship more impactful--it GROWS the Kingdom quicker! 

 

 CLASSROOM MODE DISCIPLESHIP MODE 

YEAR 1 20 3 

YEAR 2 40 9 

YEAR 3 60 27 

YEAR 4 80 81 

YEAR 5 100 243 

 
#2) I've done small groups before.  Discipleship isn't small groups: it is intentional, small--3 
to 4 people--and focused on both learning scripture, holding one another accountable, and 
serving our church and community.  Small groups are a step better than casual church 
attendance.  But true transformation occurs through discipleship.  Consider those moments 
where you grew beyond expectation; were they moments where you were in a giant group or 
with one or two people who walked alongside you in a season? 

<CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE> 

 

Dispelling Satan by Pastor Scott 



 
 
#3) But I go to church.  Why more?  Because Jesus shows this is the way to become more 
like him.  You grow by transforming your thoughts and entire life into following HIM and then 
teaching others to follow HIM!  Going to church doesn't make you "good" or give you a ticket 
into heaven.  It is passionately transforming your life in all areas towards the one who gives 
true life! 

 

God bless,  

Pastor Scott 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 I wanted to communicate again regarding the closing of Hopeland Preschool in May.  As with 

any communication, lots of translation and assumptions can occur.   

Know that none of the church leadership, myself, or anyone else at Hope wanted to see the 

ministry of Hopeland end.  Hopeland has touched hundreds of children’s lives through the 

work of many tireless leaders and teachers.  Many of our church family members have 

tirelessly given to the ministry and work done there.   

I have loved working alongside Carrie and her amazing leadership over my two tours of Hope.  

Her graceful leadership, caring heart, and desire to do the right thing has shaped my children 

and me personally.  I know Julie Wondercheck, the former director, was sad but also knew 

that the ministry had run its season.  Julie, along with Carrie, was a tremendous leader and 

has installed a spiritual legacy in so many children.   

The daycare closing gives opportunity to a variety of ministry availability.  There are 

tremendous programs, space, and imagination that we can offer to promote our church’s 

vision of Following, Connecting, and Worshipping together. Using input from staff and ministry 

teams, we have developed the following proposal to transition the space for the Summer and 

Fall.  This is certainly not set in stone, but the beginning of a fruitful conversation to propel 

Hope into its next season of ministry to Lincoln. 

 

 

<Continued on next page> 

Hopeland Transition  By Pastor Scott 



<Continued from prior page> 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yellow = bathrooms 

Points of Interest: 

*New Adult: While this doesn’t “seem” like a big deal, it allows for the worship center to open 

up for a potential second service this fall and giving a more private space for the women of 

Hope to meet.   

*Old Nursery: The staff is investigating removing the half-wall in the nursery that currently 

allows the children to nap.  The current awkward bathroom in this area has the potential to 

someday be reconfigured to have two baths in the hallway, but in this season with low budget 

constraints, the plan would be to hold off on this change.  Potential construction cost could be 

$100-$300. 

There are 20-30 youth using the current youth room, and, while not to scale, this transition 

allows three times the size of space for our growing youth. 

*4-5: This allows more space for the 

physically and numerically large class. 

*General Area: A space to share between 

Hayden and Mary for Wednesday night and 

Sunday programming for singing, physical 

activities, etc.  
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“The space and rooms are important.  But 

the people we will bless are far more 

important!”—see next page! 
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Know that as we reimagine this space, we have a 

larger task of reimagining the ministry we can 

provide to the city of Lincoln.  Connecting with the 

YMCA audience, allowing for more classes and ministry throughout the week, and doubling 

down on the church ministry are just a small sampling of many ideas that have come from 

Staff and Church leaders.  Know that Hope Family are busy and diligent in imaging how to 

truly turn Hopeland’s end into new ministry beginnings!  

 

As Hopeland finishes its ministry on May 5th, I am hopeful and looking forward to the future.  

Hopeland was such an unexpected ministry and unexpected blessing to our church for over a 

decade.  I was able to chat with Pastor Terry—the former pastor of Hope—and chat about the 

ministry of Hopeland. While he was certainly sad to see it end, he understood and also began 

to dream about the opportunities that our church could take a part in the future.   

 

While many are still dreams, I know that our building can be a place to continue to bless our 

congregation, the incarcerated, the hungry, widows, and orphans.  The space and rooms are 

important.  But the people we will bless are far more important! 

As always, please feel free to contact me directly or stop me after church with any further 

questions about Hopeland. 

 

Blessings,  

 

Pastor Scott 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

VBS is June 5-9 from 6-8PM for children ages 3 through 5th grade (entering 6th 

grade in fall 2017).  Join us for a week of fun as we learn more about who God is, 

what He has done, and what He promises to do!  Child and volunteer registrations 

are available both in the Atrium as well as online. 

 

 

DAY 1:  Victory through Courage 

     God’s Victory through Joshua 

     “The Lord is on my side; I will not fear.  What can man do to me?”—Psalm 118:6 
 

DAY 2:  Victory through Obedience 

     God’s Victory through Gideon 

     “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”—John 14:15 
 

DAY 3:  Victory through Faith 

             God’s Victory through David 

             “He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it.”—1 Thessalonians 5:24 

 

DAY 4:  Victory through Unity 

             God’s Victory through Esther 

          “Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.”--1 Thessalonians 5:11 
 

DAY 5:  Victory through Jesus 

     “But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”—1 Corinthians 15:57 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Ministry--VBS Mary Plock 



 

 

Hope Community Church will present Bibles on May 21st to children moving on to 1st grade 
and children moving on to 6th grade (leaving the Children’s Ministry program) during the 10:30 
service.  Why?  It is our goal to provide each child with a Bible that is their very own and is at 
their comprehension level.  We want the younger children to be able to enjoy the same stories 
at home with their families that they enjoy here.  We also want the children leaving the 
Children’s Ministry program to have a Bible that can direct them to specific scripture when 
dealing with real life situations.  If you are interested in making a donation to our Bible fund, 
there is a donation box and envelopes at the Children’s Ministry check-in station. 
 
A $10 gift will purchase a Bible for a Kindergarten student. 
A $15 gift will purchase a Bible for a 5th grade student. 
 
Your donation can also be placed in the offering.  Make sure your donation is labeled “Bibles” 
in the memo line if it is not placed in one of the donation envelopes. 
 
Thank you for your help in bringing God’s word home to our children at Hope.   Questions?  
Contact Mary Plock at 402-423-8855 or mary@hopechurchlincoln.org.  
 
The following students will be recognized on May 21st: 
 
KINDERGARTEN        5TH GRADE 
Alivia Essink        Becca Hagen 
Jackson Huisman        Alex Ivey 
Hope Hansen        Faith Peterson 
Justin Leeds        Phillip Rushman 
Wesley Nalley        Marisah Strasheim 
          Sam Svoboda 
          Carson Tice 
          Alex Warrick 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children’s Ministry Mary Plock 



 
 

 
 
 
 

The ClubFour5 class (4th and 5th graders) is diving into a series called Faith Foundations.  

The Elders of the church and our pastor are assisting in the facilitation of this series.  The kids 

are learning more about the things we do as God’s family and why they are important.   The 

group will cover the following topics: 

April 23:  Worship 

April 30:  Baptism 

May 14:  Faith Story 

May 21:  Communion 

We are excited to see the Holy Spirit at work in the hearts of these 10 and 11 year olds.  We 
pray that discussion on these topics will help them with their faith journey and allow them to 
see Christ at work in their lives as well as in the church body. 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

Children’s Ministry Mary Plock 



 

 

 

9:15 DISCIPLESHIP HOUR (Arrive at 9:00) 

 
 
Nursery/2s&3s     Preschool & Kindergarten  
May 7   No Discipleship Hour     Charlene Peters 

May 14 Lindsay Burkey 

May 21 J’Marie Hansen 

May 28 No Discipleship Hour 

 
1st-3rd Grade     ClubFour5 
Lori Jacoby       Nathan Vieth 
 
There will be no 9:15 Discipleship Hour on May 7 because of the marathon.  There will also 
be no 9:15 Discipleship Hour on May 28 because of the holiday weekend.   
 

10:30 SERVICE (Arrive at 10:15) 
 
Nursery/2s&3s 
May 7  Julie Wondercheck 
May 14 Anna Jobes, Aly Plock 
May 21  Carla & Grace Sandbulte 
May 28  Joanne & Heidi van derHeijden 
 
 
If you are interested in helping in the toddler room (infants-age 3) once a month at 9:15 
during discipleship hour, please contact Mary Plock at 402-423-8855 or 
mary@hopechurchlincoln.org. 

Children’s Ministry Mary Plock 



 
 

Be praying for the following 
youth going on missions this 
summer:  
Immerse:: 
Grace Sandbulte 

Micah Sandbulte 

Hesston Mittelstadt 

Jaina Morgan 

Adisen Stoakes 

Siarrah Strasheim 

Aly Plock 

Zayne Zimmerman 

Tommy Svoboda 

Rocky: 

Dylan McLachlan 

Matthew Andelt 

Stephanie Elder 

Seth Harlan 

Jessica Harlan 

Dominique Lenhoff 

Kaylee Mittelstadt 

Kalea Morgan 

Grace Rittenburg 

Caleb Sandbulte 

Aleni Stoakes 

Dylan Svoboda 

Hendrick Van Der Heijden 

Important Dates 
Student Ministries on Sundays 
at 9:15 
 
No Youth Group: 
- 5/7: Marathon 
- 5/28 - 7/2 
 
Middle High Immerse 7/5 - 7/9 
Senior High Rocky Mountain High 
7/22 - 7/26 
 
Payments due at the start of every 
month. $50 for Middle School $100 
for High School 
 
 
 

Youth Ministry Hayden Florom 



 

 

 
 
 
 

Sunday May 7th 
Linda Elder 
Doug Ivey Family 
 
Sunday May 14th 
Linda Elder 
Scott Morgan Family 
 
Sunday May 21st 
Linda Elder 
Maggie Essink 
Bob & Diane Essink 

 
 
 
  

 
 
May 3/4-Matt Osmond 
May 10/11-Doug & Beth Ivey 

 
 
 
 
 

 

05/05/17 Friday Tony Geiger 
 

Linda Elder Kate Sammons   

05/12/17 Friday Mary Spencer 
 

Loree Spencer Connie 
Zimmerman 
 

  

 
 
 
  
 

 

Roper Backpack Ministry Connie Zimmerman & Bonnie Schwahn 

Packing 

 

Distribution 

Delivery 



 

 

 

Below are the bios of our newest Family Members: 

 

We appreciate you taking this step of personally identifying with Jesus Christ; to let the world 
know you are committed to Him, rejoicing in God’s grace.  Let us welcome you into our 
fellowship!  
 

Jennifer Ells  

I was raised in Seward and went to a Lutheran church there.  I moved 

to Lincoln for college and received my undergraduate degree from 

UNL and my masters from Concordia.  I’ve been married to Evan Ells 

for 7 years and we have a rambunctious 2-year-old boy, David.  I 

work for IBM as an Executive Partner, I teach an undergrad HR class 

at Concordia, and I am an Usborne Books Independent 

Consultant. In my spare time, I love to bake.  

What I appreciate most about Hope is the openness of the congregation. Their willingness to help. I 

really enjoy the church services and how they give me the opportunity to grow and learn.  And finally, I 

love the youth activities and how it will be a wonderful church home for my son to grow up in.  

 
Bob & Norma Johnson  

Robert (Bob) and Norma have been married almost 51 years.  

Bob was raised in Fairbury and graduated from Fairbury High 

School.   Norma was raised in Sutton and Harvard and 

graduated from Harvard High School.  We have three children: 

son, David, who has two girls and two boys, and lives in Lincoln; 

daughter, Debra, has two girls and lives in Lincoln; and 

daughter, Angela and husband Kevin, who have three boys and 

live in Bellevue.   

Bob went into the Air Force right out of high school in 1959.  He retired from the Lincoln Fire Department 

in 1997 after 31 years.  He drove a van for Madonna for three years and then quit to take care of 

parents.  His dad and Norma’s mom had Alzheimer’s at the same time and one lived in Fairbury and 

one in Sutton.  We were primary caregivers.  Finally got both to Lincoln and Lancaster Manor, and his 

mom in assisted living.  His mom had Parkinson’s and lived at Lancaster Manor the last nine months 

of her life.  

Norma retired from Bryan Medical Center after 14 years of being a Medical Transcriptionist.   

<continued on next page> 

 

 

New Family Members  



 

 

We have been involved with churches since 1972.  We have been in small groups, Bible Studies, and 

Sunday School off and on since that time.  We have also taken communion to shut-ins and visited the 

sick and shut-ins.  

 

The things we liked most about Hope Community was the fact that it is only 10 minutes from our home, 

the believe system is what we were looking for, and the minister and people have been very friendly 

and welcoming.   

Albie Osborn 

I grew up in McCool Junction and came to Lincoln for college, which 

is where I met my husband, Mark.  He is a Chiropractor, and I have 

managed his office for 30 years. We have a son, Jesse, who is 27, 

single and lives in Minneapolis. In my spare time, I enjoy working 

outdoors, gardening, quilting, music, and reading. 

 

 

 

 

 

A huge thank you to all of the amazing volunteers who selflessly gave of their time, talents, 

and unbelievable giving!  Easter truly was a celebration of Jesus the Risen Lord! 

Hope is such an amazing place because of YOU! 

Pastor Scott 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to Easter Volunteers! 



 

 

 
 

May GREETERS WELCOME CENTER HOST TEAM 

7 Rod, Pam & Alex Wismer Bev Wismer    Loof Team 

 Dale Wismer       Chip & Holly Romjue 

        Mel & Nancy Harms 

        Dale & Connie Rood 

        Cal & Linda VanEngen 

    

14 Roger & Shirley Vanderbeek Arlene Geiger    Beukelman Team 

 Tom & Karen Mouw Barclay       Tony & Arlene Geiger 

        Twan & Joanne Vanderheijden 

        Diane Essink 

        Roger & Shirley Vanderbeek 

   

     Tom & Karen Mouw Barclay 

 

21 Ardell & Shelley McVey Valerie Marhenke    Svoboda Team 

 Matt & Alana Osmond       Joe & Rhonda Armstong 

        Bill & Linda Elder 

        Ron & Judi Bowens 

        Bill & Audrey Jordan 

        Jim & Ramona Rhodes 

        Matt & Alana Osmond 

   

     Ardell & Shelly McVey 

 

28 Rick & Diane McNeese Ruth Keys    Keys Team 

 Ric & Ranae Stokes       Ric & Ranae Stokes 

        Linda Rutz 

        Jim Sandbulte 

        Rick & Diane McNeese 

 

 

    

  

Thanks so much for Hope’s 
amazing volunteerism for the 
Lincoln Marathon! 

 
Blessings to you and minister 
greatly to the runners! 
 
 
 
 

Assimilation Team 



 

 

 

5/2   Adisen Stoakes 
5/3  Garrett Nalley 
5/9  Aleni Stoakes 
  Lance Peterson 
  Kristi Strasheim 
5/12  Lucas Lenhoff 
5/13  Jenny Ells 
5/14  Judy Bouwens 
5/15  Carla Sandbulte 
  Jan Hemmerling 
 

5/18  Kalea Morgan 
  Jenna Wolf 
5/19  J.Marie Hansen 
5/23  Brooke Romjue 
5/24  Roalnd Beach 
5/25  Alex Lorenzen 
5/27  Presli Harper 
5/29   Michelle Thomas 
5/31  Dale Rood 
  Kate McCullough 
  Scott Davis

 

 

 

Birthdays! 



 

 

 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 
 
 

7-5:30 HCCP 
 

6:00 Re-Integration 
Program 
 
 
 

7-5:30 HCCP 
 

5:00 Night out 
fundraiser at 
Runza 
 
 
7:00  Troop #21 
 

 

7-5:30 HCCP 
 
  

7-5:30 HCCP 
 

5pm Hopeland 
Graduation 
 

7-5:30 HCCP 
 
7pm Night of 
Worship 
 

 
 

 

8 ESU Training 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
Marathon Volunteering 
 
NO CLASSES 
10:30 Worship Service  
 
 
 
 
 

 

6:00 Re-Integration     
Program 
 

 

 
7:00  Troop #21 
 
 
 
 

 
 

6:00 Elder and 
Deacons Meeting 
7:00 Consistory 

 
 
 

 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
Mother’s Day 
 
9:15 Classes for All Ages 
 
10:30 Worship Service  

 

ANCHOR 
DEADLINE 
  
6:00 Re-Integration     
        Program 
 
 

 

 
7:00  Troop #21 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   

 

 

 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
 
9:15 Classes for All Ages 
 
10:30 Worship Service  
 
 

 
6:00 Re-Integration     
        Program 
 

 

 
7:00  Troop #21 
 

    

28 
NO CLASSES 
10:30 Worship Service  

 

29 
6:00 Re-Integration     
        Program 

 

30 
7:00  Troop #21 

 

31 
Memorial Day 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   

    May Calendar 



 

 

1. Check out our new and updated website at hopechurchlincoln.org 

2. On our new website, see our new contact directory.  Or, please feel free to stop by church and pick 

up a paper copy of the new directory.  

3. Please send any updates in contact information to hope@hopechurchlincoln.org 

 

 

 

    P.S. 

mailto:hope@hopechurchlincoln.org

