HOPE COMMUNITY CHURCH

GOD IS GOOD

A discussion on the Goodness
of God and our purpose in His
world.
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Open the discussion

Scripture
Psalms 145:8-9

The Lord is gracious and
compassionate,
slow to anger and rich in love.
The Lord is good to all;
he has compassion on all he has

made.

Discussion
I love this psalm, but honestly this is
the kind of scripture that enters one
ear and then out the other. This
psalm is true and good to read, but
it's information we already know the
Bible has. Yes the Bible says God is
good and that's fine, but what the
Bible says isn't the problem here. Our
reaction to biblical truth is.
We know what the Bible says about
God, but do we actually believe it? I
mean how can an all loving God
allow evil right? This gets
complicated fast so lets dive in
before we get in over our heads.
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Open the discussion

Talk about it
Discuss what this means through conversation. Here are
some questions to get you started

Questions
Think back to the video you watched. How does help us understand the
way in which we have these questions about God's goodness.

The Bible says that God is good. What would it look like to really believe
this statement? What does it mean to say that God is good and live like
that?

There are terrible things in this world and many people will point to these
things as an argument to say God isn't real. Why is this wrong?

As Christians we want to look more like God and striving for goodness is
part of that. What does God's goodness look like?
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Our Response

Scripture
John 11-32-43

32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and
said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”
33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who
had come along with her also weeping, he was
deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 34
“Where have you laid him?” he asked.
“Come and see, Lord,” they replied.
35 Jesus wept.
36 Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”
37 But some of them said, “Could not he who
opened the eyes of the blind man have
kept this man from dying?”
38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid
across the entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said.
“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor,
for he has been there four days.”
40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?”
41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that
you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of
the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.”
43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead
man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his
face.
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Our Response

Talk about it
Discuss what this means to us through conversation. Here
are some questions to get you started

Questions
Jesus was given all authority and had the ability to heal people so it's
likely that Jesus could have stopped Lazarus from dying.
Jesus loved Lazarus yet didn't prevent his death nor the sadness and
grief associated with it. What does this tell us about about our reality?
Jesus wept. Not only did Jesus know Lazarus would be okay, but he
also knew that he would be the person to raise him from the dead. All of
that knowledge that didn't stop Jesus from feeling pain and sadness.
What does this say about how God can understand and grieve with us?
While we may never know why God allows some things to happen we
do know that God understands and he is there beside us through every
step.

Your pain isn't a divine
punishment from God, but it is a
consequence of our separation
from God. The good news is God
will use our pain and our
relationship to God is being
restored

How does being able to lean on Jesus impact your life?
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Application

What do we do with this?

Scripture
Mark 12:28-31

28 One of the teachers of the law came and heard
them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given
them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the
commandments, which is the most
important?”29 “The most important one,”
answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord
our God, the Lord is one. 30 Love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind and with all your
strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘Love your
neighbor as yourself.’ There is no
commandment greater than these.”

Discussion
What is easy to overlook here is that Jesus could
have given one answer. Jesus instead choose to
provide 2 answers.
How can we emulate God's goodness? Loving
God without others is not a complete answer.
What does just loving God, not people look like?
What does just loving others look like?
If loving both God and others looks like Jesus,
how can we get better at that? Which area do
you strugle with more?
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Application

Pray together
Go over prayer requests from last week and ask for new
ones to add to the prayer request.
Make sure to share praises as well when things go well.

Prayer Ideas:

Some other Ideas
Start a text chain, email chain, or messenger
group to ask for prayer and share experiences
throughout the week.
Commit to saying hi on Sundays when you see
each other and ask about their week.

Thank God for walking beside us during our
grief.
Pray for ability to do good like Jesus. List out
things in your life that you want to be better
at.
Pray for direction on where we can improve
in loving God and loving others.

Connect with each other and reach out to
those who might miss a week.
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